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" cumstances arise, we use our old ideas to bring them
44 home to us ; it is only afterwards, and sometimes
"long afterwards, that our ideas are found to have
" changed. An English Court of Justice is in great
" part an engine for working out this process. New
* combinations of circumstance are constantly arising,
" but in the first instance they are exclusively inter-
'"preted according to old legal ideas. A little later
" lawyers admit that the old ideas are not quite what
" they were before the new circumstances arose.

" The slow generation of ideas in ancient times
" may fir^t be adduced as necessary to the explanation
" of that great family of Fictions which meet us on
"the threshold of history and historical jurispru-
" dence/